
PlantingïSugarbeet are typically 

seeded between early April to early 

May in MN and ND.

Weed ControlïWeeds must be

controlled to reduce competition for

sunlight and nutrients to the crop.

Thinning to Optimize Plant Spacingï

Sugarbeet yield and sugar are optimized

at specific plant and row spacings.

Cultivating for Weed Control & 

Soil AerationïSugarbeet are 

typically cultivated 1 or 2 times 

down the row to assist with weed 

control and aerate the soil.

Plot ToursïSummer plot tours

facilitate education on new or

improved production practices.

Defoliating (Removing Top Growth)ï

Sugarbeet leaves turn sun energy into

sugar but do not contain sugar and 

must be removed at harvest time.

Typical Timeline 

of a Sugar Beet Crop

Harvesting the Sugar BeetïSugar

laden sugarbeet roots are dug out

of the ground and loaded on trucks.

Harvesting and Fall TillageïOnce

sugarbeet roots are harvested, the

ground is tilled to prepare for a different

crop in the next season.
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Bringing Sugar Beets to the Piling Siteï

Sugarbeet growers can harvest sugarbeet

roots faster than the sugar mill can

process them.  Therefore, beets are piled

and stored to utilize Minnesotaôs cold

winters to keep them fresh until processed

and then the cycle is repeated.
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